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Hakihea / December, 2016 Maketu, Aotearoa / New Zealand 

Maketu Fire Brigades Honour’s Night 26th November 

It was that time of year for  our Maketu Firefighters. (Emergency Rescuers).  
The time we get to say thank you. 
The station was decorated, the  stage was set, tables were laid, chairs in abun-
dance, flowers and banners were on show, family, friends and well wishers 
were on hand.. The dignitaries had arrived and of course our own volunteer 
firefighters. 
The M.C for the evening was Bruce Gordon (Plod) and what a fine job he did 
with his humour and tell tale stories. However he set the mood with his tales 
and banter and left everyone at ease ready to enjoy their evening. 
The dignitaries for the night were: Mayor Gary Webber, Councillor’s Kevin 
Marsh & John Scrimgeour, Fire Region Representative- Graham Eastern and 
Life Members- John VanDerVete, and Butch & Shirley Waterhouse. 

The awards are as follows: 

UFBA Awards 

2 year bar for 11 years’ service- Dan Batten 

2 year bar for 13 years’ service- Irene Taylor 

2 year gold bar for 27 years’ service- Shane Gourlay 

Internal Awards 

Most Training Musters- Irene Taylor, Dan Batten, Eric Ashe, Shane Beech 

Most Fire Calls- Shane Beech 

Firefighter of the Year- Tony Brown 

Jack Beech Memorial trophy- Trevor Hughes 

Wally Award- Jack Brawn 

Long Service & Good Conduct Presentation 

14 years long service and good conduct- Nev Norris 

14 years long service and good conduct- Keith Batten 

21 years long service and good conduct- Eric Ashe 

                                  CONGRATULATIONS And THANK YOU 

Remember folks it is not just fire these people attend. It is also car accidents, 
medical, civil defence and basically any emergency in the area. 

Added to that we should remember that Maketu Fire Brigade is a Volunteer 
Fire Brigade.  

Firefighter of the year Tony Brown 

Keith Batten, Nev Norris, Eric Ashe 

Shane Beech, Keith Batten, Dan 

Batten, Jack Brawn, Tony Brown, 

Irene Taylor, Nev Norris, Eric  Ashe 

Food Bank Drive 

Tuesday 6th December the Maketu Fire Brigade will be 

out in the Maketu and Paengaroa area  to  help collect any 

donation for the food bank. So come out and meet them 

and if you can, please, donate a an item for the food bank.  

The drive starts at 6.30pm  
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Welcome to the final issue for 2016, and compliments of the season to all.          

Once again, the growth in the gully has meant a busy month for the team, and they have 

put in some long hours getting the Gully into good shape. This included a working bee in 

the middle of the month to get several areas cleaned up at once. Jamie Waterhouse, who 

does the mowing of the grassed areas has recently been in action again as well, and the 

gully is a treat to walk through at present.  Let’s hope we can manage to keep it looking 

like this for the ‘Thank you’ morning tea for Kaitiaki Trevor and Ruth Hughes, now on the 

10th December at 10am, at the Gully.  

If you are walking through, look out for the manuka and flax which are coming into 

peak flowering, and listen for the tui on patrol.  The recently planted kumarahou and 

nikau are both showing signs of becoming established, so the unpredictable weather has had some benefit at least.  

Just a reminder to all pet owners - there is poison bait laid for pests in the gully. While these are in traps in the 

bush areas, it is still a good idea if you are walking a dog to keep them on a lead for their own safety.  

And on the note of safety, please consider other Gully walkers and take away your own rubbish – a broken bottle 

was found on the main path recently that was partly hidden by leaves and would have badly cut anyone standing 

on it. We also found a bag full of rotting rubbish last month, which is not pleasant for our already busy volunteers 

(or anyone else) to have to clean up.  Thanks to those who do pick up odd bits of rubbish on your way through, 

every little bit helps.  

A little bit of history for those who have only recently discovered the gully:  

The restoration project arose out of our Maketu community plan in 2007, and develop-

ment was started in 2009, with the help of a number of groups and individuals in the 

community. Kaitiaki Trevor has been on board since the project was first mooted, and 

it would not be as well developed as it is without his leadership. Major plantings were 

completed in 2009, 2010 and 2012, with over 2000 native trees as well as some fruit-

ing trees being planted. The development was mandated by landowner Te Arawa Lakes 

Trust and is supported by Regional and Western Bay District councils.  

We hope you take the time to enjoy a stroll or a picnic in the Gully over the summer pe-

riod.  

Merry Christmas all, on behalf of the team, Lauri  

(Trevor, Ruth, Peter, Wendy, Jim, John H, John M, Colin, Frank)  

KOTUKUTUKU GULLY 

Tena koutou katoa,as you may be aware Faith Eru had been fundraising throughout the year to 
go with the Te Puke Intermediate to Vanuatu.  She achieved her goal and went earlier in No-
vember.  The experience was exciting and overwhelming.   

She would like to thank everyone that helped her get there .From supporting her stall at the Maketu Markets, to all 
those that helped with a koha. From the small to the big it all added up and saw her have an experience many of us 
will not get.  A huge thank you to Maketu Rotary, Maketu Bledisloe Holiday Camp and a huge thank you to all her 
whanau. 

Faith said it was “awesome, cool, great “ From the flight, to the food, snorkelling, holding snakes, seeing turtles, the 
markets, the sun, meeting new people, trying new things and making a new friend from Vanuatu. Thank you very 
much. xo 
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        MOWS News December 2016 

 The recent spell of spring weather combined with high spring tides and a 

strong north-west wind, did no favours for the gull colony on Maketu Spit. 

We gave very clear instructions to all birds to nest within the fenced area. 

Sadly they did not listen or appreciate our wisdom and some nested outside 

the fence. We put up an extension fence, but they even went beyond that. Sad-

ly the high tides washed away many of the nests, including all 36 of those be-

longing to the endangered black-billed gull. Fortunately at least five chicks survived. We hope that they have learned 

something and that next year they really will follow MOWS' instructions! 

On the REALLY good news front, Moniqua Nelson-Tunley, our Science Officer, 

has found a moko skink Oligosoma moco, on Dotterel Point, Pukehina. This is 

we think the first record for that species there and is indicative that our pest con-

trol programme is both working, and very worthwhile. Moko skinks are an en-

demic lizard found in coastal areas from Bay of Plenty northwards. Their popula-

tions on the mainland have declined due to mammalian predators and habitat de-

struction. Fortunately, moko skinks are found on many islands where there are 

less human impacts. This find is significant because it indicates that the restora-

tion work being done at Dotterel Point is working- elsewhere on the mainland moko skinks are declining but at Dot-

terel Point the population seems to have increased to detectable levels. If we catch 

more moko skinks next year we will know for sure! 

Moniqua's survey, which is carried out twice yearly as part of our four Biodiversi-

ty Management Plans shows that the shore skink population at Newdicks beach is 

also  increasing, thanks to diligent pest animal trapping by MOWS member Car-

olyn Symmans. The previous highest number of skinks captured at Newdicks 

beach during one day was just two. The new record is now 9 shore skinks cap-

tured in one day! The population on Maketu Spit is also in good shape, especially 

east of the two trapping fences, with 16 being caught in one day there. All skinks 

captured are carefully measured and photographed then released back into the 

dunes. The information we collect is used to identify individuals and estimate the 

number of skinks at the site. We will have the full results of Moniqua's survey in 

the new year. 

On the human front we were please to be able to entertain our local MP, Anne 

Tolley and to show her the work that we have been doing at Newdicks beach, she 

was suitable impressed and we hope that we were able to convince her that while 

the native iceplant or Horokaka, is a really lovely and valuable plant, the intro-

duced South African one is not and needs to be removed in order to save the 

dunes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a very busy and successful year, All at MOWS wish everyone a very peaceful and enjoyable Christmas 

and new year, we will though have to keep up the trapping efforts and stoats and rats do not take time off! Our AGM 

is on Tuesday December 6th in the Settlers Lounge, Town Hall, Te Puke.   
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Ko te Kaupapa, te Whare  

         Ko te Whare,    te Kaupapa  

Lifted for repiling – Now, repiled, reclad, insulated, re-

wired, painted, with new windows,  a restored door and 

more. 

Above: Floor insulation – concreting, painting the side 

door, carpet laying, wiring the  Whare Nui, side door 

& ramp  

  Whakaue Marae Committee 

Nga mihi ki a koutou katoa e te whanau 

Last month….. 

With the ford Electrical installed new outside lighting 
(LED) on the back wall, and the side wall alongside the 
ramp and steps. The new lighting compliments the new 
LED lights on the front post, which when switched on, 
lights up the porch area and the path leading up to the Wha-
re Nui. 

The building consent granted to Whakaue Marae Commit-
tee in June 2015 to repile the Whare Nui, included a Fire 
Safety Plan for Whakaue Marae. Whilst the building con-
sent only affects the Whare Nui, ‘Fire Security Services’ 
has been contracted to roll out the entire Fire Safety Plan. 

So, for the Whare Nui it’ll mean smoke detectors, a mute 
switch, an emergency visibility system, and luminous fire 
exit signs. For the Whare Kai, it’ll be an upgrade of exist-
ing fire safety equipment, plus smoke and heat detectors, 
and an indicator panel in the event there is a call out to NZ 
Fire Services. Alarm systems will also be installed in the 
garage, where the Whare Nui mattresses will be stored. 

What’s News? 

Fire Security Services, (with support of Whakaue Marae 
Committee), will hold Hui at the Whakaue Marae to ex-
plain how each fire safety equipment works, and how to be 
‘responsible’ around the fire equipment. We’ll keep you 
posted. 

Also whanau, we want to replace the Whare Nui grey 
chairs and black pews with chairs that are stackable, com-
fortable, durable, affordable, and lift-able. So if you see 
anything that ticks all 5 boxes, please let us know!   

Marae Bookings 

Don’t forget you can email your booking requests to Nicky 
Bird at whakauekaipapa@gmail.com  

Finally, to you our whanau for your continued support, and 
to you, the people of Maketu – Meri Kirihimete me nga 
mihi nui mo te Tau Hou e heke mai nei. Ma nga tupuna 
koutou e tiaki, e manaaki. 

Larissa Wharepouri 

On behalf of Whakaue Marae Committee 

BEFORE  

AFTER  
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Ra Whakangahau 

Thursday 24th November our whole school went to tautoko our kapahaka roopu at the 

Ra Whakangahau. There were 44 schools that performed over a two day period. It was 

an awesome experience for our tamariki to participate in some Education Outside The 

Classroom. Our tamariki performed well and their behaviour was excellent—they made 

our school and our community very proud. Ka rawe tamariki ma.  

School Prize Giving  

Will be held Monday 12th December at Whakaue Marae. Doors open at 5.30pm and 

prize giving will commence at 6pm sharp. We have confirmed Ruby Tui as our guest 

speaker. Ruby represented our country and won silver at the Rio Olympics earlier 

this year, playing in the Womens Rugby 7s team. Tea, coffee and supper will be pro-

vided. We invite you and your whanau to come along and enjoy the many achieve-

ments your tamariki have made this year.  

Helpers Morning Tea  
This is our way of saying Thanks to all our volunteers for their time and efforts. Our vol-

unteers actively aide to the smooth running of our school, from reading to kapahaka to 

sports days. Their daily input makes a huge difference to our schools success. Helpers 

Morning Tea will be held Friday 9th December 11am. Invitations will be handed out this 

week.  

TE KURA O 

MAKETU 

Te Kura o Maketu  

School Road, RD 9, 
Maketu, 3189  

Phone: 5332 117  

Email:  

office@maketu.school.nz  

WANANGA  

The last wananga for 2016 is at Whakaue Marae 
on 17 December. The kaupapa is Whaikorero 
on Whakaue marae.  
Programme (9.30 a.m. – 4.30p.m.) 

·        Whakatau 

·        Te Arawa Kawa and Tikanga 

·        Whaikorero ki Whakaue Marae 

·        Waiata tautoko 

·        Whakamutunga 

  
It is for adults, particularly those keen on whaikorero, 
karanga, kawa and tikanga of Te Arawa/Ngati Wha-
kaue – on Whakaue marae.    
There is no cost to attend apart from contributing to 
the shared lunch and refreshments. 
If you have any queries - please contact me on email 
or cell ph 027 3491464. 
  
Hei te wa 
Rukingi 

KOMITI 

 NUI 

Tena koutou Ngati Whakaue ki Maketu. 

Thank you to those who have participated in Iwi, hapu and 
claimant hui this year.  At the AGM our Iwi gave us a 
clear direction to continue to keep lines of communication 
open with the Crown and return to negotiations.  Te Komi-
ti Nui o Ngati Whakaue Trustees have been working on a 
new approach that seeks increased Iwi input and engage-
ment which will commence pre-Christmas and flow into 
the New Year.  Keep posted on our Facebook and website 
pages for more Ngati Whakaue information. 

www.whakaue.org 

www.facebook.com/NgatiWhakaue 

Wishing you all a prosperous Christmas and New Year 
season from 

Te Komiti Nui o Ngati Whakaue 

Kia tau te manaakitanga o te Runga Rawa ki runga i a 
koutou 
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Maketu Youth Experiences  a Different Voyage 

I was given the amazing opportunity to experience the trip of a 

lifetime. I went on a journey to Tuhua with the Hawaiki Rising 

Voyage Trust aboard the Hinemoana Waka. On my trip i learnt 

that things, events and people are always changing, but how 

you adapt and deal with the changes is what really matters. My-

self and 12 other young Rangatahi were given the chance to 

learn what it was like to live on a waka for our ancestors our 

tipuna. I thank Michaela Aroha Newdick for offering me the 

opportunity to take this trip and helping me through out the 

process of applying. I highly recommend the voyage to all and 

any rangatahi who wish to further their sailing and cultural 

knowledge.  

Meteria Tapsell-Walters   

                             MAKETU TAIAPURE  
I have started recording water information at 5 sites in the estuary. Readings have 

been taken between 1 – 2 hours after low tide [as per Te Puke Times] and at a depth 

of 50 – 80cm. 

The object of the exercise is to build up a data base so that we can track any changes 
once more fresh water is diverted from the Kaituna River through Maketu estuary, hopefully in 2016. 

October 2016 recordings show:                                                   November 2016 recordings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific conductance                          Conductivity  mili Siemens / centimetre                      Dissolved oxygen 

There is also equipment for other measures in front of my place recording for Regional Council. 

Elaine Tapsell 

Meas-
ure  

Average Highest Lowest 

Water 
temper-

ature 

19.2 21.2 16.9 
  

SPC 
ms/cm 

38.02 16.16 30.63 
  

Cond 
ms/cm 

34.03 39.75 27.9 
  

Dis-
solved 
oxygen 

%/l 

83.2 103 50 
  

Dis-
solved 
oxygen 

mg/l 

6.6 8.0 4.0 
  

Test Average Maxi-
mum 

Mini-
mum 

Water 
tempera-
ture 
  

18.03 23.9 1401 

SPC ms/
cm 
  

40.07 44.91 30.12 

Cond 
ms/cm 
  

34.67 38.22 32.27 

DO %/l 
  

82.96 117 57 

DO mg/l 
  

6.72 8.9 4.7 
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Come join us for 

arols by 

andlelight 
 

Sunday December 18th 2016 
7.00pm – 9.30pm 
Whakaue Marae 

Bring the family, 

a candle, a plate for shared supper & 

your voices  

St Peter’s 
Catholic Church 

 

Maori Anglican Church 

St Thomas Maketu 

(The church on the hill) 

 

Nau mai Haere mai 

God's blessing be with you, all welcome to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Communion 

10 am Weekly Services 

Hakari Tapu - Holy Communion 

Tamariki Sunday School 

Every Sundays of the Month 

Church Road, Maketu 

Additional - *Reserve sacrament, Baptism, blessing,  

funeral, weddings 

 

Nga Panui - Notices 

Christmas Eve Service 

Saturday 24th December 

11.00 pm 

Komiti Kainga Hui 

Monthly meetings held every 2nd Thursday of the 

Month 

Womens Prayer Group 

Daily devotions - prayer chain & support group 

Phone Rev'd Meeshla Nathan 0220670467 

 

Contact Person 

Priest in charge: Rev'd Paretapu Clarke 027-7331831 

 

 

Christmas Miha (Mass) 

Christmas Miha is on Sunday, 11th December at 
11.30am. After Miha is a shared Christmas lunch at 
Maketu Community Centre. All are welcome. Don’t 
forget to bring something along to put in the Christmas 
raffle!  
Reconciliation  

Reconciliation is available before Miha. 
Christmas Eve Liturgy & Christmas Carols 

The evening will start at 8pm with the singing of Christ-
mas Carols by candle light. Followed with the Story of 
Christmas and a Christmas Liturgy Service. All are wel-
come. 
New Year’s Liturgy  

New Year’s will begin with a New Year’s Liturgy at 
10am. All are welcome. 
Miha (Mass) 

Miha is held on the 2nd Sunday of each month at St Pe-
ter’s Catholic Church at 11.30am. After Miha is a shared 
lunch at the Maketu Community Centre.  
Christmas Message 

Thank you to all who have worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes. From keeping our gardens looking lovely, to 
getting the cuppa teas ready after Miha each month. 
Your good work has not gone unnoticed.  
To all who make sure that our services are uplifting, and 
to everyone who have warmed the St Peter’s church, 
with your presence; I would like to wish you all a very 
Merry and Holy Christmas.  

Finally, let us take time to remember, those whom we 
love near and far. Those who are here with us today, and 
those who live on forever in our hearts. 

 

Kia noho te Ariki ki a koutou,  

a ma te Atua koutou e tiaki, e manaaki. 

Meri Kirihimete whanau 

 

God bless 

         Margaret Clarke 

 

 

Next Service: 

Christmas Miha Sunday, 11th December  at 

11.30am 

Christmas Liturgy Saturday, 24th December at 

New Year’s Liturgy Sunday, 1st January 2017 at 

10am 

Miha Maori Sunday, 8th January at 
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Mai Maketu 

Editor—Clester 

maketu.panui@gmail.com 

PH: 0275332559 

 

Mai Maketu is a community 

newsletter published 

monthly. 

Submissions or notices 

should be submitted no later 

than the last day of the 

month. Please email all sub-

missions to the editor at: 

maketu.panui@gmail.com 

Mai Maketu is distributed via 

email with printed copies 

available at Maketu Landing, 

the Maketu Hauora, the 

Beachside Café,  Bledisloe 

HolidayCamp and the Hilltop 

Holiday Park 

If you want to receive this 

newsletter automatically 

every month by email, simp-

ly send your email address 

to: 

maketu.panui@gmail.com 

Every 3rd Sunday 

8am to Noon 

(and every 5th Sunday) 

Next Market 

Sunday– Deceember 18th 

Proceeds go to serve the Maketu 

community.  A project of 

 

A brick bat to — 

 

Cruelty to Animals 

I was wandering if you could put a notice in De-

cember newsletter about dog owners’ unlawful public ill-treatment to their 

animals. 

An incident occurred Tuesday 22Nov16 outside kohanga reo. The road was 

single lane due to workers doing the concrete curbing. Whilst I was waiting 

for ute to go thru. The male driver had his dog dangling part running and 

yelping by a rope attached to the ute as he drove fast thru the roadworks. 

My reaction was slow to respond as in getting the licence plate and as there 

were vehicles behind me I had to drive through. I did ask if the workers 

were going to report it because they too yelled out to the driver. 

Further down the road I did call WBOP council. Whether any actions were 

taken I do not know as I wasn't asked for my name. 

So, I was wandering if you could do an editorial about this topic in Decem-

ber please. 

A 

Remember folks it is the festive season. For people and your pets/animals. 
Please look after your animals. Feed them, give them water, clean them and 
give them exercise to keep fit and mobile not exercise to hurt or maim them 
or worse. 

 

 

TRAILER RAFFLE IS ON AGAIN 

After an absence of 4 years, Maketu 
Rotary has again provided the ulti-
mate Xmas raffle. 

At $2  a ticket, the winner will win 
a trailer filled  with a BBQ, heaps of 
food, books, garden products and 
lots of goodies. 

Maketu Rotary spokesperson Pete 
Sanders says the trailer is 7x4 with cage and is a tilt trailer with jockey 
wheel. It also comes with 6 months rego 

Pete says the tickets are selling like hot cakes and the interest expressed by 
the public has been outstanding. 

The Trailer display is outside Te Puke New World on Tuesday / Thursday / 
Friday and Saturdays and outside the Post Office in Jellicoe St on Wednes-
day.                    The Raffle will be drawn on December 21st. 

      

            CHRISTMAS HOURS                                          

                    

Maketu Hauora will be closed from 12.00pm, Friday 16 December 2016 and 
reopening at 9.00am, Monday 16 January 2017. 

For urgent enquiries during this period, please refer to the emergency contact 
details displayed at the front entrance or available on our website. 

Meri kirihimete me nga mihinui mo te tau hau kei te heke mai nei 

Arohanui nga whanau o Maketu Hauora 


