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Surf  Lifesaving Club 

Maketu 
On Saturday 28th March we had our 

Raft Race and Beach games.  What a 

sight!  Congratulations to all those that 

participated in the games.  Wow! Never 

too old, we had people in their 70’s and 

80’s running through the sand.  And of 

course the tug-o-war.  Shared honours to 

all.  The Raft Race was great fun.  So 

many different designs.  Although some 

had to alter their crafts along the way; 

with a number of them ending with 2 

legged dolphins as rudders.  Back to the 

drawing board or rowing lessons or both 

for them.  But it was fun. 

Congratulations to the Rotary Club of 

Maketu whom were first place winners, 

also well done to Maketu Kura, Maketu 

Fire Brgade, the Hopefuls, Spencer Ave 

crew and the boys squad you were all 

winners. 

A huge THANK YOU to the Maketu 

Community Develop-

ment & Projects Ser-

vice for their support, 

and to all the locals for 

their support as well.  

See you next year!!!!! 

Movie Night 
What a great night!!!  On Friday 

20th March we held a Kids Movie 

Night for the community at the Fire 

Station.  The featured movie was 

Planes-Fire & Recscue.  We had a 

very good turnout of approx 60 

people including children & adults.  

There was plenty of popcorn and 

lollies for all topped up with a sau-

sage sizzle and drink.  We had a 

couple of teething problems being 

the first time we have had such an 

event but overall a great success.  

There has been alot of good feed-

back from those that came.  It was 

great to see some new faces and a 

good way to have face to face inter-

action with the community.  A big 

THANK YOU to all that supported 

us on the night and a really big 

THANK YOU to Maketu Commu-

nity Development & Projects for all 

your support. 
 

We are still and always on the 

lookout for new recruits to join our 

great team.  We need new mem-

bers, operational (training to be a 

fire fighter or medical personnel), 

non-operational, (helpers around 

the station, fundraisers, gardeners, 

cleaners, vehicle maintenance, ad-

ministration work etc.) 

Maketu Fire Brigade attend fires, 

medicals, sea rescues, vehicle acci-

dents, civil defence, flooding, 

power lines down search and res-

cue and many more 

MERV (Maketu Emergency Re-

sponse Vehicle) and Maketu’s Am-

bulance is owned by the commu-

nity and all operational costs are 

solely funded by the generosity of 

the Maketu public 

Anyone who can help to keep their 

Fire Station running or interested in 

helping out in any way, come and 

drop into your fire station or talk to 

a fire member, we would be glad of 

any assistance offered.  Come and 

see us at the Maketu Market.  



Kia Ora whanau, 

This term our focus has been on Tangaroa and all the beautiful tamariki and kai moana. Our tamariki/

mokopuna have also been learning about the significant rocks to the Te Arawa waka in the Maketu 

estuary Tokaparore, Tuterangiharuru and Tokarua.  Our tamariki have been very busy in the kohanga creating some 

outstanding mahi around this subject.  Also as part of the programme for the term we had a day exploring the rock 

pools at Maketu beach.  To start the day we had morning tea at the monument followed by a brief korero about the 

rocks.  This was followed by a hikoi around to the rock pools where the tamariki were able to explore the wonders of 

tangaroa, by searching for papaka(crabs), tio(oysters), kina, Kuku(mussels), pa tangaroa(starfish) and if they were 

lucky an ika or even a wheke!  It’s a good way for our tamariki to learn and helps them to retain the knowledge not 

only about the creatures and kaimoana but also the tikanga when on or near the water.  This was thoroughly enjoyed 

by all tamariki and whanau and was a great day overall. 

If you are interested in enrolling your tamaiti/tamariki in the Kohanga our hours are 

8.00am-4.00pm Mon-Fri.  Our services cater from new born to 5years and we also have 

free ECE hours for 3yrs+.  For any enquiries call in for a nohi/look around or contact num-

ber (07)533 2006. 

The Community Board has just com-

pleted its annual plan and will be 

putting their submissions into coun-

cil shortly. We appreciate the input 

and comments from the community. 
 

Playground update, Stage one and 

two have now been completed and it 

is being well used by our young and 

not so young children. Stage two of 

the playground is fairly unique with 

the installation of interactive play 

equipment where children can move 

materials around; there is also more 

play equipment for the smaller chil-

dren to play with. The Community 

Board agreed to use some of their 

reserves funds to complete and fin-

ish the project. They would like to 

also thank First Sovereign for their 

kind contribution towards the play 

equipment. 
 

The residents living in the top end of 

Maketu Area, Arawa Ave, Town 

Point and Williams Crescent can 

expect better water pressure in the 

near future. The project is due to 

start shortly with the upgrading, re-

placing of existing water pipes and 

the installation of a larger booster 

pump which should increase pres-

sure for those areas. 
 

The Community Board is nearly 

completing a review of its priority 

works to be undertaken in Maketu, 

with regular drive rounds and meet-

ing with residents with concerns, the 

Board hopes to have that review 

completed shortly. They have been 

looking at roading, storm water, curb 

& channelling, foot paths, Street 

lighting and reserves just to mention 

a few.(if you would like to voice 

your concerns over any priority 

works you would like to be seen 

done please speck to any of the 

Community Board Members.) 
 

More good news after many years of 

deliberation works have finally 

started on new curbing storm water 

and foot path on Te Awhe Road. We 

look forward to the completion of 

that project. 
 

The WBOPD Council are doing a 

road trip shorty (14 April 3pm – 

6pm at the Maketu Fire Station) 

discussing their long term plan. 

It’s an opportunity to catch up with 

your councillors and staff to discuss 

what the future has for our district. I 

encourage you where possible to 

submit on the plan whether you are 

in favour or not. 
 

Just a reminder, that if you see any 

damages or services that require the 

council to look into (broken water 

mains, illegally dumped rubbish, 

vegetation growing onto roadways, 

pot holes etc.) please ring them on 

the free phone 0800 926 732 and 

ask for a service request. 
 

I welcome any concerns or issues. 

Ko ahau a Maketu, Ko Maketu ahau 

We are Maketu, Maketu is us 

Chairperson 

Shane Beech 

Maketu Kokiri Kohanga Reo 

 

Maketu Community Board 

Nga tamariki o Maketu Kohanga exploring the wonders of the rock pools at Maketu beach Kai time at the Monument 



Like everyone 

else in the dis-

trict, Maketu 

Ongatoro Wetland Society mem-

bers held their breath and hoped for 

the best when Cyclone Pam 

whirled ashore in mid-March. We 

were spared the worst rain and 

winds, but the huge seas had us 

wondering what we’d find when 

we were able to inspect our seaside 

projects.  Phew! Our collective sigh 

of relief was probably heard all 

around Maketu. While we did incur 

some damage, it could have been 

much worse. Maketu Spit, where 

MOWS has led a major restoration 

project since 2008, suffered some 

erosion of the dune but no serious 

damage. The beach will rebuild 

itself.  Over at Newdick’s Beach 

the protective sandbags we’d 

placed around the beachfront po-

hutukawa 

w e r e 

w a s h e d 

away, but 

otherwise 

things sur-

vived well. We plan to rebuild once 

we’ve worked out how to construct 

a sandbag wall that will survive 

another “Pam” – or worse!  At 

Pukehina the sea washed over the 

spit in places, knocking down 

about half the fence posts. How-

ever the high points of the new 

dune have survived intact and the 

spinifex will rebuild the spaces be-

tween. We will re-erect the fence in 

due course.  During the month we 

have attended two conferences, The 

Dunes Restoration Trust in Whi-

tianga and the National Wetland 

Trust Ramsar conference in Hamil-

ton. Both were very valuable, and 

gave us good examples of ways to 

improve the work that we do here. 

On Wednesday 25th March Tania 

and Carolyn took Maketu School 

kids to the beach to watch the birds 

and learn about their local environ-

ment. Carolyn 

did a trapping 

demonstration 

showing the 

kids how we 

catch mice, 

rats, hedge-

hogs, stoats 

and weasels 

on the spit 

a n d 

N e w d i c k ’ s 

beach.  Winter is a busy time for 

MOWS, and we have six planting/

working bees scheduled for the 

coming months. Volunteers are 

always welcome, so why not come 

and join us? It’s a great chance to 

get outside in the fresh air, meet 

some new people, and have some 

fun while helping protect and re-

store our beautiful environment. 

We have coffee, juice, muffins and 

sausage sizzle with every working 

bee. See us at facebook.com/

maketuongatorowetlandsociety 

Dates and venues: Saturday 18 

April – Spit rubbish and weed 

clean up; Sunday 24 May – Spit 

planting dunes; Saturday 27 June - 

Planting Newdicks; Sunday 26 July 

– Spit planting harbour margins; 

Saturday 22 August – Planting 

Newdicks; Sunday 27 September – 

to be confirmed. 

Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society 

Your council is in the process of reviewing the Long 

Term Plan which it must do every 3 years and is seeking 

feedback from the public about whether or not they 

agree with what’s in the Plan and/or what you would like 

to see included in the Plan going forward. 

To give you some understanding of what the Plan is all 

about, why it might be important to you and how you 

can give feedback on the Plan, Chris Nepia and Petera 

Tapsellfrom Council’s Takawaenga team are happy to 

meet with iwi, hapu or any other Tangata Whenua repre-

sentatives to chat about this. 

It will be an informal session although we are more than 

happy to assist with writing a submission should you 

require it. 

Council is also holding a number of open days where 

elected members and Council staff members will be 

available to discuss the Long Term Plan with those who 

are interested.  The location and dates for these are avail-

able on our website www.westernbay.govt.nz under the 

Long Term Plan tab. 

So we encourage everyone to take advantage of the op-

portunities to provide feedback to the plan. 

Submissions to the LTP are now open and we hope to 

have your feedback on the Plan by Thursday 30th April 

2015. 

If you would like to meet with Chris or Petera please 

contact them as follows – 

Chris Nepia on (07) 579 6623 or 

Petera Tapsell on (07) 579 6724 to arrange a meeting 

time. 

Mauriora 

E nga mana, a nga reo, e nga karangatanga maha o te rohe mai i nga Kuri-a-Wharei ki Otamarakau ki te uru, 

tenei ra te mihi atu ki a koutou, no reira tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa. 

http://www.westernbay.govt.nz


Raising the Awareness  

Maketū Village. ‘A Healthy 

Whare.’ 

We are still carrying out insulations 

and safety assessments in Maketu 

homes for the basic needs.   

1. Insulation 

2. Safe Electrical Wiring 

3. Hot Running Water 

4. Workable Plumbing 

Fill in the application and see where 

we go from there.   Confidence is 

assured, kaua e whakamā, waea mai 

Maria 5332101, or 027 2910737. 

 

 

Maketu Waitangi Claimants Hui 
There are two further hui planned to 

collate a collective submission to 

present to the Komiti Nui negotia-

tors.  The dates are:- 

Thursday 9 April 2–4 pm; 

Thursday 16 April 11– 12 pm. 

Venue is Surf Club Maketu.  

Whanau / Hapu most welcome to 

attend with Ngati Whakaue connec-

tions. Nau mai, haere mai! 

 

Out of the forest by 2019 

Where to from here? 

Rotorua Wastewater Treatment 

Review 

Manu Pene attended this hui on our 

behalf.  We are in a support role for 

the other Iwi and hope to provide 

some input.  This meeting covered: 

1.       Confirm our objectives and 

approach to the Cultural Impacts 

Assessment;  

2.       Value Based workshop (using 

the draft Te Arawa values and RMA 

sec 6,7,8) – how can they 

be  expressed and recognised by ma-

nawhenua and RDC.    

3.      Preliminary list of effects - to 

inform the CIA to be prepared by 

iwi.  

 

Town Point Rd Water Main 

Works  

The Western Bay council will be 

upsizing the water mains around the 

Williams Crescent, Town-point 

Road areas in the near future.  The 

pipes will be upgrades from a 100 

mil pipe to 180.  This will increase 

the water pressure for the residents 

which are currently suffer from in-

termittent low pressure water and it 

will also provide that extra pressure 

for the fire hydrants located in this 

area.  We will be carrying out a cul-

tural impacts assessment of the pro-

ject in accordance with the Western 

Bay earthworks protocols. There 

will be a public consultation held by 

council in due course as yet this pro-

ject is still in the preliminary stages.  

For more information contact Grant, 

Utilities Unit. 

 

Submission to Long Term Plans 

The Western Bay long term plan is 

out. Make a submission and support: 

1. Papakainga Housing; 

2. Iwi Management Plans; 

3. Flooding waiver of consent 

fees; 

4. Museum Heritage; 

5. Marae maintenance. 

TE RUNANGA 

O NGATI 

WHAKAUE 

Sponsor of the Healthy 

Whare Project. 

Maketu Taiapure 
Most days over the summer I 

have been recording water 

information at 5 sites in the 

estuary.  Readings have been taken be-

tween 1-2 hours after low tide (as per Te 

Puke Times) and at a depth of 50cm – 

80cm.  The object of the exercise is to 

build up a data base so that we can track 

any changes once more fresh water is di-

verted from the Kaituna River through 

Maketu estuary, hopefully in 2016.  

These are the recordings for March: 

· The highest water temperature of 27.3 

was at site E 

· The lowest water temperature of 18.5 

was at site B 

· The average water temperature 22.74 

I am also recording oxygen and salinity.  
 

This is most probably the last report for 

the season as water temps are dropping.  

(Unless someone is going to give me a 

wet suit to go over thermals!!!)  

Elaine Tapsell 

Image taken from the Internet 

The gully is alive and well but the on-going battle with Blue Morn-

ing Glory continues. It’s a beautiful blue and looks quite spectacular 

but smothers the trees and can break down the smaller ones. We 

have sprayed it twice in January and February but it still keeps com-

ing. We are currently looking at a maintenance programme with the 

Department of Corrections so maybe we can have a measure of con-

trol using them. It is certainly our biggest problem. 

The pathway is overdue for a weed spray but it is on the list as soon 

as the weather becomes suitable. The rain is so welcome but a week 

in the South Island for me, saw the grass growth get ahead of us. An 

easy fix though. 

Our autumn/winter programme is to plant out some more Kaka Beak 

trees that we are growing in the shade house and the general beauti-

fication of the area inside the gate. At present the first thing you see 

is the most untidy. 

I would like to acknowledge Peter Jones and Jim Russell and thank 

them for all that they do in the gully. Thanks guys!! Thank you also 

to the wives and partners who are called on for advice, physical 

help, morning teas and being general sounding boards. We are a 

good team. 

 

Trevor Hughes 

Kaitiaki 

KOTUKUTUKU GULLY 



Ngā Uri a Whakauekaipapa rāua ko 

Rangiuru 

Wānanga Series 2015 
Tēnā tātou te whānau. 

The 2015 wānanga series based at Whakaue Marae began on 21 

&22 February. The main kauapapa were: whakapapa from 

Whakaue and Rangiuru to those present; kōrero from Maketu 

groups (i.e. Paepae Waiata class, Kapa Haka, Te Reo class, and 

Whariki group); and discuss about current topics e.g. tangihanga, 

and tourism. As there were many other activities happening e.g. Te 

Matatini – not all were available so we hope that at some stage dur-

ing the year many, if not all, can make it. 

The wānanga series this year mainly focusses on whakapapa/

connections from the children of Whakaue and Rangiuru, and to 

local Te Arawa iwi e.g. Waitaha and Tapuika. Dates for the 

wananga series are: 

 

Wānanga 2: 9 & 10 May. 

Wānanga 3: 20 & 21 June. 

Wānanga 4: 8 &9 August. 

Wānanga 5: 17 & 18 October. 

Wānanga 6: 11 & 12 December 

 

Pānui about the wānanga content will made available two weeks 

before each wānanga 

That’s plenty for now. If you have any queries please contact Uncle 

Te Wano Walters or Rukingi Haupapa on 027 3491464. 

Mauriora ki a tātou. 

STROKE AWARENESS 

WEEK 
Every year there is a week to raise awareness 

about stroke, and every year since I suffered 

stroke ten years ago have noticed that there 

has been little presented, and so decided to 

help. 

Stroke is an illness. It is either a blockage or 

a burst blood vessel in the brain. As the brain 

is the computer that works our body, a stroke 

seriously affects the person. Today if 5 peo-

ple suffer stroke – one will die, two will have 

physical disabilities, and two look normal. 

The main thing is that each stroke affects 

each victim differently, which then in turn 

affects each family. 

Here in Maketu there many whānau and 

families quietly coping and dealing with 

stroke. I am lucky to be one that looks nor-

mal, but I and my whānau know that I did 

not escape stroke without damage. My brain 

needs a bit more time and effort to function 

properly each day, but as the brain tires - the 

quality of what I’m doing starts going a bit 

haywire. And that is one consequence of 

stroke to me. 

Stroke affects many in New Zealand. How-

ever, what the whānau and family do deter-

mines the quality of life they will have. 

There are amazing stories about what we, 

stroke victims and whānau, shared in our 

Masters research completed last year. No 

doubt there are many other great examples 

that whānau and families near you have also 

done the same. 

‘Ka taea e ahau, ka taea e tātou = I can, we 

can’ is the logo fellow stroke survivors and 

whānau we will be using to promote during 

Stroke Awareness week, and probably for 

the next 51 weeks. Unfortunately, stroke will 

always feature whether we like it or not! 

Those interested to find a bit more informa-

tion about Stroke you can get some right now 

from Maketu Hauora by the Information of-

fice. Resources from the Stroke Foundation 

are free there, plus many more through 

checking out their website. Just google it. 

 

Rukingi Haupapa         0273491464         

cathy.rukingi@xtra.co.nz 

WOMENS BIKING GROUP— April  

Timber Trails ends April 1st.   Term 1 ends 2nd April  

9th MTB  
Mountain Bide Rid-

ing  
To be advised  

13th Paengaroa 

Ready to ride at 9.00am outside 

Paengaroa Hall. Coffee afterwards at 

Comvita  

20th Papamoa 

Term 2 starts 20th. Ready to ride at 

9.00am Parking at Gordon Spratt 

Reserve. Coffee afterwards at 

Pacifica  

21st-23rd 
New Plymouth 

away ride 
 

27th 
Kiwi 360 – ANZAC 

day holiday  

Ready to ride 9.00am opposite Kiwi 

360  

29th Wed  To be advised 

 



Mai Maketu 

Editor—Clester 

maketu.panui@gmail.com 

PH: 0273202560 

 

Mai Maketu is a community 

newsletter published 

monthly. 

Submissions or notices 

should be submitted no later 

than the last day of the 

month. Please email all sub-

missions to the editor at: 

maketu-panui@gmail.com 

Mai Maketu is distributed 

via email with printed copies 

available at Maketu Land-

ing, the Maketu Hauora, the 

Beachside Café,  Bledisloe 

HolidayCamp and the Hill-

top Holiday Park 

If you want to receive this 

newsletter automatically 

every month by email, sim-

ply send your email address 

to: 

maketu.panui@gmail.com 

 

MAKETU ROTARY 

MAKETU 
MARKETS 

 

Every 3rd Sunday 8am to Noon 

(and every 5th Sunday) 

Upcoming Dates 

Sunday 19th 

April 2015 

Proceeds go to  community  

projects. 

MAKETU COMMUNITY GYM 

Maketu Muscles 
Church Road Maketu 

Hours of operation 

5.30 pm to 8.30 pm, Mon – Fri. 
 

Do you prefer a slower, laid-

back approach to exercise? 
Then Join us Easy Movers at 

Maketu Gym, Church Rd 
 

When:  Thursday Mornings                 

Time:  9.30 – 10.30am 

Cost: $5 per person for gym costs  

 

Optional 30 mins exercise using 
resistance bands which 
can be adapted to sit-
ting in a chair  
Or use the gym equip-
ment. The gym is well 
equipped with a variety of gym 
machines.    
Contact: Maureen Waterhouse 
(07)5332216, Carolyn Symmans 
(07)5332-611 or Maketu Informa-
tion Centre (07)5332-235 for fur-
ther information.  

ST THOMAS 

CHURCH - 
(The church on the hill) 

I was unable to be at church this 

month as we had a family wedding in 

Auckland but I understand that St 

Thomas’ was all but full and there 

was some lovely singing! I do wish 

that I had been there and I hope that 

the service on 1st Sunday in April 

will have been the same. It is always 

extra good when the church is full 

and everyone is very welcome to at-

tend our service. The first Sunday of 

the month at 10am. 
 

A Communion service in Te Reo 

Maori and English is held on the first 

Sunday of the month at 10am.  Every-

one is very welcome so please feel 

free to drive up to the church and 

join in the congregation.  

Ruth Hughes, Secretary. 

St Peter’s 

Catholic Church 
New Start Time for Maori Miha 

Maori Miha will now start at the 

new time of 9am until further notice, 

and will continue to be held on the 

2nd Sunday of each month.  

Reconciliation  

Reconciliation is available before 

the start of Miha.  

Liturgy Service  

Liturgy is held on the 3rd Sunday of 

each month at 11am.  Any queries 

please contact Hariata Rewi on 

phone 5332-238. 

Upkeep of St Peter’s Catholic 

Church 

For those interested in helping with 

the upkeep of St Peter’s Church and 

gardens, feel free to come to the 

Maketu Community Centre after 

Miha, to have a chat about how you 

might be able to participate in the 

care of the gardens. 

Children’s Christian Doctrine 

(CCD) and Baptisms 

Due to changes in the start time for 

Maori Miha, please contact Hariata 

Rewi on 5332-238 if you have any 

queries regarding CCD or Baptisms  

God bless 

Margaret Clarke 

We all have a flaw 

Maybe one or more 

Look for the greatness down 

deep 

So the souls uplifted to seep 

On an outer flow 

From the depths below 

No rules on how 

Just intuition from thou 

Learnt from kin we love  

Or our Atua above 
 

Written by Winsome Harvey @ 

Maketu Health 

Te Reo Classes 

Monday night Te Reo classes 

at Whakaue Marae 

with Te Waata Cribb 

6.00pm—8.30pm 

(Bring a pen and paper and a 

water bottle) 

Starting April 6th 2015 


